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and chouth revenue nearly absorbed the whole of the actual
receipts, and left but little that could reach the Imperial exchequer.
This source of irritation remained notwithstanding the grant of the
sanads. The Raja's Babtis as they were called, 10 per cent for
sardeshmukhi, and 25 per cent for chouth, were rigidly enforced
wherever the Maratha arms were strong enough to prevail. The
remaining three-fourths of the estimated collections were left to
the old Governors, who were, however, unable to enforce their
recovery, and gradually power fell into the hands of the Maratha
leaders.
This transfer of power did not take place without a struggle,
The Emperor could grant the sanads, but it was not so easy to
require the Governors to give effect to their master's wishes. The
Nizam-ul-mulk, who was the Subhedar of the Deccan after the fall
of the Sayyads, was steadily opposed to the concession his master
had made under pressure, and for the next twenty years the Maratha
leaders were engaged in an uninterrupted contest with the Nizam,
in which Balaji Vishwanath's son Bajirao, the second Peshwa,
chiefly distinguished himself. At first the Nizam temporized, and
offered to recognize the grants made by the Emperor to Shahu,
After the fall of the Sayyads, the Nizam, professing to side with
the Kolhapur Raja, whom he took under his protection, set up his
rival pretensions against the collectors sent by Shahu's Government
Bajirao succeeded in overcoming this opposition, and a fresh
ftrman was obtained in 1722. Later on, the Nizam raised a fresh
dispute questioning Shahu's claim to the chouth and sardeshmukhi
on the ground that he failed to carry out his engagement to preserve
the tranquillity of the Deccan. Misunderstandings followed, and
force had to be used to remove this opposition. By making
convenient exchanges of territory, and conceding exemption from
the chouth and sardeshmukhi demands to the territory in the
irftmediate vicinity of Hyderabad, the Nizam was at last; prevailed
on to reaffirm the validity of the grants made by the Emperor.
About the year 1730, fresh opposition was raised by the Nizam
in concert with the Kolhapur Raja, who pretended to be a sharer
in these chouth and sardeshmukhi dues. The Nizam, however,
was again thwarted by the superior tactics of the Peshwa, and he
was forced to give up the support he extended to the Raja of
Kolhapur. The Raja was himself defeated by Shahu's commander,
the Pratinidhi, and a final treaty of partition was made between the
Satara and Kolhapur Rajas by which Shahu was left sole master
under his imperial grants of chouth and sardeshmukhi and
Swarajya in the six Deccan subhas, while the Kolhapur Raja had
to content himself with the possessions south of the Warna up to